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neighbourhood of Blackburn. To the end of his life
the second Sir Eobert never entirely lost the somewhat
uncouth Lancashire accent acquired in those early days.
It may be that, entering public life in the days when
most leading politicians were high born, and even
Canning was branded as an adventurer, Peel owed
much of his awkwardness and reserve to a conscious-
ness of his lowly origin and his provincial accent.
Eoberfc Peel, the member for Tamworth, was created
a baronet by patent in 1800 on the recommendation of
Mr. Pitt. He was a staunch Tory in politics and a
warm admirer of Pitt. But his politics were a senti-
ment and perhaps a tradition rather than a body of
reasoned opinions. He came of a stock which was natur-
ally sober, steady, and conservative in temper. Like
many others who have prospered greatly in business, he
gave wholly to commercial pursuits the intelligence and
clear-sightedness which might in other circumstances
have enlarged his views on some of the broader issues
of politics and finance. As early as 1780 he had pub-
lished a pamphlet entitled "The National Debt pro-
ductive of National Prosperity," and to the end of his
life he never abandoned this delusion. He was an
active opponent of the measure for the resumption of
cash payments, introduced on the recommendation of his
son in 1819. In a sense he was right, no doubt, in attri-
buting the prosperity of Ms class to the measures of Pitt.
"Kents had never been so high," says the historian to
whom nearly every page of this biography is deeply in-
debted, "profits had never been so large, as during
the continuance of the war. The manufacturing
industries of the country had never previously ex-